33O                         THE   KNIGHTS   TEMPLARS
promise investigations into the Order had taken place all over
Christendom and the result had been largely in favour of the
Temple. The Pope may therefore have represented that,
despite all he could do, the Order would be adjudged
innocent by the general council of the Church at Vienne.
And the Temple must be crushed or Philip would be in a
serious situation. Not only would he have the enmity of the
remaining Templars, who might combine with the French
nobles against him, but he would he called upon to restore the
treasure and goods which he had filched from the Order.
Moreover, the rehabilitation of the Temple would be a
triumph for the Church and during the whole of his reign
Philip had striven to weaken the authority of the ecclesiastical
power,
But even if the council refused to condemn the Temple,
the Order could still be crushed.    For the Pope, by virtue of
his apostolic powers, might pronounce a sentence of abolition
against the Temple.    Such a course, however, involved a
considerable risk to the pontiff since the council would perhaps
rise against him,    Philip must ensure that the Order was
disbanded, and he had never any hesitation in making other
people take risks.    But Clement was well aware of the danger
to himself, and a powerful inducement must be given to him
before he would jeopardise his great position as leader of the
Church.    The only inducement powerful enough to make
Clement risk his tiara was probably Philip's withdrawal from
the process against Boniface.    Some such compromise may
have been  reached.    At  any  rate  Philip  abandoned the
charges, insisting, however, that he should be pronounced
blameless in everything that he had done in his quarrels with
Boniface.    Clement saw nothing illogical in solemnly decree-
ing that Boniface had been pure in faith and admirable in
conduct and in ordering all Boniface's Bulls against Philip the
Fair to be erased from the papal records.    De Nogaret and
some of the others who had taken part in the attack on